Chapter Ten
THE    FIFTH    COLUMN

THE REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS IN RUSSIA PROPER

following upon the Russo-Japanese war presented
an opportunity to the Poles which they were not
slow to seize. Secondary and higher education
was only possible to Polish youth in Russian
institutions; the Polish secret organization did
not extend beyond elementary education. On
28th January 1905, after many secret meetings
and consultations, the Polish academic youth of
both sexes decided to strike* In all secondary
and high schools the boys and girls, at an agreed
signal, rose to their feet, right in the middle of a
lesson, and cried in unison: 'We want Polish
schools!* And with that they trooped out of the
classroom. A similar scene was enacted in all the
schools of these grades and soon they were all
empty.

The Russian authorities replied by expelling
the Polish students and closing down the schools.
However, this state of affairs could not continue
for long, as the schools were also attended by
Russian and Jewish students. The authorities
therefore resorted to intimidation, and succeeded
in terrorizing some parents into exercising
their authority over their children and ordering
them to resume attendances. However, the majority
of parents sided with the young strikers and
decided to await developments. *Blacklegging%
in turn, ended in consequence of two tragic
incidents. Two of the students, torn between filial
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